
 
Aledo Independent School District 

GRADES 6-12 DISTANCE LEARNING 

School Name McAnally Intermediate School 

Grade Level 6th 

Week of 5/18/20 

*All assigned work due by Sunday at midnight 

 

(Science) 
Week at a Glance 

Estimated Time to Complete: less than 2 hours 

Resources Needed:  

 

1. Celestial Objects slideshow 

2. STEMscopes login and password 

 

Lesson Delivery (What do we want you to learn?): 

 The Sun is at the center of our solar system, and its strong gravitational pull holds eight planets, 

multiple asteroids, and other celestial objects in orbital paths around it. 

 

 Our Sun is a medium-sized star, yet is the most massive object in our solar system. It is an extremely 

hot, dense mass of gases, and it radiates varying amounts of visible light and charged particles. 

Located at the center of our solar system, the Sun rotates (spins) on its axis and does not have a solid 

surface. 

 

 Planets in the solar system revolve around the Sun in an orbital path and can be either rocky and 

terrestrial or large and gaseous. Each planet rotates (spins) on an axis. The inner planets of Mercury, 

Venus, Earth, and Mars are mostly solid, with similar minerals. The outer planets of Jupiter, Saturn, 

Uranus, and Neptune are gaseous masses with rocky cores surrounded by liquids. 

 

 Moons are smaller celestial objects that orbit planets. 

 

 A meteor is the glowing visible path of a meteoroid that has entered Earth’s atmosphere. Smaller than 

an asteroid, a meteoroid is a solid rocky object that moves in interplanetary space. Most meteoroids 

that enter Earth’s atmosphere are about the size of a pebble. A meteorite is a portion of a meteoroid (or 

asteroid) that survives its passage through the atmosphere and strikes Earth’s surface. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Wx0xVqMwd8UpemyKMdMVmW9GomrRJraRcq2iKwvTLsU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.stemscopes.com/
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 Asteroids are small rocks that revolve in an orbital path around the Sun. Although they are too small 

to be called planets, they can still crash into spaceships or Earth and cause significant damage. Most 

asteroids lie in a vast area between the orbits of Mars and Jupiter. 

 

 A comet is a small mass of dust and ice that travels in an orbit around the Sun. Most comets have 

elongated elliptical orbits that take them close to the Sun for a part of their orbit and then out into the 

further reaches of the solar system for the rest of the orbit. When close to the Sun and affected by solar 

radiation and solar wind, comets display a visible coma and tail. 

 

Engage and Practice (What do we want you to do?): 

 

Complete the activities in this order: 

1. Go through all of the Google Slides titled “Celestial Objects” 

2. Login to STEMscopes and complete the given assignments 

a. STEMscopedia 

b. Progress Monitoring Assessment 

 

Create and Submit (What do we want you to turn in?): 

 Gravity STEMscopedia  

 Gravity Progress Monitoring Assessment 

Optional Extension Opportunity (What do we want you to do if you want to extend your learning?): 

 

● “Science Applied” – Defending Earth Against Asteroids 

● “Content Connections Video”  - Asteroids 

 

 

 

 

 

https://app.acceleratelearning.com/scopes/14651/elements/649951
https://app.acceleratelearning.com/scopes/14651/elements/649951
https://app.acceleratelearning.com/scopes/14837/elements/666605
https://app.acceleratelearning.com/scopes/14837/elements/666605

